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THE CAMPAIGN for a GE Free Aotearoa is gathering momentum. 

In Auckland a coalition of groups are preparing for a big rally on Saturday September 1. 
Hopefully there will also be rallies in other cities too. 

turn to page 2 

Sat. Sept 1,12 noon in QE2 Square, Auckland 






voices from the trenches 


Sky City workers' pickets 


from a SFWU press release 

SKY CITY union members— 
members of the Casino Union, 
a division of the Service & Food 
Workers Union [SFWU], have 
been trying to win a fair collective 
agreement at Sky City. 

This is the first time since Sky 
City opened five years ago that 
union members have been able 
to negotiate any employment 
agreement at Sky City. 

Before this year, workers had 
no say in their collective contract 


and pay rates have largely been 
frozen—and in some cases have 
gone backwards. 

But workers have been of¬ 
fered a stingy 2.5% pay increase 
that doesn’t even match inflation. 
Meanwhile Sky City continues to 
announce record profits. 

Workers say they are the 
ones who generate Sky City’s 
enormous wealth [they’ve just 
announced a $70.1 million profit 
for the last year], and they de¬ 
serve much better than what is 
effectively a pay cut. 


On Saturday 18, the casino assaulted by security guards, 
suspended workers, unlawfully. Workers struck again on Tuesday 
after a two-hour strike. And 21, with a lively picket of the 
several union members were casino. 



Strikes and lock-out at 
Carter Holt Sefton 


H PICKET 


by KYLE WEBSTER 

ENGINEERS UNION and National 
Distribution Union (NDU) 
members walked off the job 
on a 24-hour strike at Carter 
Holt Harvey's fibre board plant 
at Sefton, near Christchurch on 
August 7. 

The company’s wage offer 
(2.5%) was less than the rate 
of inflation, while the company 
boss Chris Liddell gave himself 
a 12.1% increase. 

The aim of the strike, as one 
worker put it, was to “take the 
smile off the bastards’ faces”. 

Workers want a 4% pay rise 
and other improvements to the 
collective contract. 


NDU-organiser Susan Stewart 
was pleased to note that truck 
drivers would not to breach the 
union’s picket line. 

NDU site delegate Koro Ka- 
rapiro, had been impressed by 
the turnout and striking workers’ 
efforts to maintain the picket line 
overnight. 

Reflecting on the possibility 
of an escalation of the dispute 
“if we don’t get what they want, 
they’ll be back out on the line”, 
Karapiro said. 

Workers struck again on Fri¬ 
day 18. The next day CHH retali¬ 
ated with a lock-out. 

But the dispute was settled 
on Tuesday August 21, with the 
workers winning their demands. 


—the best show in town! 



PICKETERS ENJOY themselves on August 4 (photo fromm www.sfwu. 


Stop the Wellington by-pass 


by DON FRANKS 

OVER 300 people packed out 
every inch of Wellington's 
Thistle Hall to resist Transit 
New Zealand's planned inner 
city bypass on 31 st July. 

The overwhelmingly youthful 
crowd were united in their deter¬ 
mination to stop the motorway 
by-pass, which would destroy the 
thriving and diverse community 
of Upper Cuba St and cost over 
$33.5 million. 

All in an dubious attempt to 
cut a couple of minutes driving 
time from the trip across the 
capital. 

Environmental campaigner 
Roland Sapsford pointed out 
that mass actions of various 
kinds had stopped the construc¬ 
tion of similar motorways in 
Toronto, Portland, Munich and 
San Francisco. 

Green MP NandorTanczos also 
spoke in favour of direct action : 
"by any means necessary." 

But the main focus of the 
speakers was the election of an 
anti-motorway city council at the 


coming elections. 

At present a majority of sit¬ 
ting councillors support the 
motorway, and just one mayoral 
candidate; Stephanie Cook, is 
committed against it. 

Green MP Sue Kedgely, 
Stepahnie Cook and other anti¬ 
motorway candidates called on 
everyone to register and vote. 

A speaker from Socialist 
Worker agreed voting was im¬ 
portant, but warned against 
pinning all hopes on an electoral 
campaign, citing past treachery 
from Labour councillors. 

He said the struggle would be 
decided by direct action, and also 
called on the meeting to unite 
with railway workers presently 
campaigning for better public 
transport. 

After a wide ranging discus¬ 
sion, the meeting discussed 
details of up coming action and 
pledged to hold regular weekly 
meetings to keep the momen¬ 
tum going. 

More info can be had from 
Campaign for a Better City, on 
the web at www.cbc.org.nz 


Radio NZ journalists in battle mode 


by DON FRANKS 

JOURNALISTS AT Radio New Zealand are 
fighting for a wage increase and to defend their 
roster system. 

The workers, members of the Public Service 
Association, claimed 6% but were only offered 
2%—that’s 2% lower than the current rate of 
inflation. 

The main issues is that the journalists work 
all sorts of funny hours to get the news out, and 


do up to 10 hour shifts with no breaks. 

They don’t mind this, as for years the trade¬ 
off has been that they get paid for a 40 hour 
week, even though some work slightly less 
than 40 hours. 

Workers also had an element of say in organ¬ 
ising the rosters. 

Now a new boss, with an accountant back¬ 
ground, has challenged this. 

Radio NZ now demands that the boss has 
the final say on all rosters. 


Although the rosters issue only affects a 
minority of the staff, many others are sup¬ 
porting their claim out of solidarity with their 
workmates. 

They have been picketing the Wellington 
Radio NZ office for two days, starting at 7 in 
the morning. And are getting a huge amount 
of public support. 

It’s been a very militant picket, with workers 
standing in the middle of the Terrace waving 
signs for support. 
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what we think 


Unknown dangers in open-field release GE 


THE MAIN aim of the GE Free NZ campaign is 
to stop "open-field" growing of genetically 
engineered plants or animals. 

Whether in trials or on a full commercial 
scale, open-field growing of GE crops will 
release potentially harmful organisms into 
the environment and our food. 

There are many different ways genes can 
be engineered. Nobody knows what the 
true, long term impact of this or that genetic 


modification will be. 

But we do know that genes are only one 
part of a very complex biological process. 

Each gene doesn't just have one special 
function that can simply be switched on and 
off. There is a massive potential for disastrous 
side effects. 

That's why it's too risky to let GE organ¬ 
isms loose in our environment. 

We can also be sure that finding harmful 


side effects is not a priority for biotech com¬ 
panies engaged in a break-neck competitive 
race to be the first on the market with each 
new GE wonder product. 

Today even universities and state-owned 
research institutions are tied to the biotech 
industry and expected to make a profit. 

That's why we can't trust corporate-funded 
scientists when they assure us that GE is safe. 

The only safe GE is GE free. 


Focus for hope 


THE GE issue is providing the first 
real focus of the anti-capitalist 
discontent in Aotearoa. 

It is an issue in which the dirty 
hands of corporate greed are all 
too visible. 

But it's also an issue that or¬ 
dinary people think big business 
can be beaten—the first such 
issue in a long time. 

This hope of victory is inspir¬ 
ing more and more people to 
take a stand. And the more peo¬ 
ple that take a stand, the greater 
the chance of victory is. 


As every opinion poll shows, 
we have the numbers to stop 
GE. 

But in our capitalist society 
democracy takes a back seat to 
money every time. 

The only way to counter 
corporate power is to mobilise 
every opponent of GE and build 
a mass movement so big that it 
can't be ignored. 

The next step in this direction 
is the rally on September 1. So far 
this is set for Auckland, but other 
cities and towns should join in. 


Monsanto's stray genes 


GREENPEACE HAS drawn 
attention to the discovery, by 
a team of independent Belgian 
scientists, of "unknown DNA" 
in Monsanto's genetically 
engineered "Roundup Ready" 
soybeans. 

These beans have been 
modified so that they can be 
drenched with the company's 
Roundup week killer—a 
scientific "innovation" typical 
of much commercial GE work. 

Farmers who grow the 
beans also have to sign-up 
to buying Roundup, and new 


seeds every year. 

They are not allowed to 
save the seeds themselves, 
as the genes are owned by 
Monsanto. 

These beans make up at 
least 40% of the US crop, 
and find there way into an 
unknown amount of food 
here in Aotearoa. 

Monsanto say they don't 
know what the genes are. 
Until it is identified, there 
is no way of knowing if the 
DNA is having an effect on 
the plant or not. 


r 


RESOURCES FOR THE GE 



A 


The Socialist Workers Organisation is 
preparing an in-depth leaflet on the GE issue 
and how it links to the wider struggle against 
corporate power. 

This is due to be published after this issue 
of Socialist Worker goes to press. 

If you want a copy ask you Socialist 
Worker seller, or see page 11 to contact the 

swo. 

_ 


Another great resource is: 

CAPITALISM IS COSTING 
US THE EARTH: 
Marxism and the threat to the 
environment 

by PAUL McGARR 



CAWTAUSM 

is COSTING 


This 47 page booklet 
looks at the link between 
the two biggest threats to 
our environment: global 
warming and genticly 
modified organisms and 
the capitalist system. 

Just $4 from Box 13-685 
Auckland 


Socialist Worker $6,000 MID YEAR APPEAL 


WHEN SUPPORTERS of capitalist 
globalisation wanted to push the issue of 
signing a free trade deal with the USA, Irish 
billionaire Tony O'Reilly paid for ex-Canadian 
PM Brian Mulroney to visit New Zealand to 
promote the issue. 

O'Reilly owns the NZ Herald, and there was 
no shortage of enthusiastic media coverage. 

Socialist Worker is as enthusiastic in our 
coverage of the resistance to capitalism, only 
we don't have any billionaire backers. We rely 
on the generosity of our readers. 

So please, support the anti-capitalist press 
and give generously to Socialist Worker's 
Mid-year appeal. 


Total so far $695 


$5,000 


$4,000 


S3.QG0 


52,000 


$ 1,000 


List 1 

thanks to: 

AUCKLAND: GE $3; Jim $10; Len $50; Pat 
$50; Tim $60; Wharfies $5; TOTAL $178. 
WHANGAREI: Fundraising $20. 
CHRISTCHURCH: Blair $25; DA $100; Don 
$1; Karen L $12; Karen P $2; Paul $20; Mike 
$11; MW $200; Ray $6; Fundraising $20 
TOTAL $397. 

OTHER AREAS: Grant B $50; John T $50; 

TOTAL $100. 

Send donations to 
Box 13-685 Auckland. 

(Cheques should be made out to In Print Publish- 
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international 


Northern Ireland: Ulster Unionists threaten peace 



PARENTS AND children blocked from going to school in North Belfast 


editorial from British SOCIALIST WORKER , 
August 18 

THE BRITISH government has allowed the 
Right-wing Ulster Unionists to take the 
Northern Ireland peace process to the brink 
of collapse. 

[British] Labour’s Northern Ireland secre¬ 
tary, John Reid, suspended the Northern Ire¬ 
land Assembly for 24 hours last weekend. 

He claimed this was to give the peace proc¬ 
ess “breathing space”. But the suspension was 
a capitulation to Unionist demands for the 
decommissioning of IRA weapons. 

The British government has allowed David 
Trimble’s Ulster Unionist Party to have an 
effective veto over the whole peace proc¬ 
ess. Trimble’s party has used the call for the 
decommissioning of IRA weapons to block 
any progress. 

Half of Trimble’s party oppose the peace 
process altogether. Last week Trimble reject¬ 
ed the IRA offer to put its arms “completely 
and verifiably beyond use”. 

This is despite the fact that the IRA offer 
satisfied the international decommissioning 
body. The IRA has reacted to the suspension 
of the assembly by withdrawing this offer. 

The Unionists are risking a return to war 
in Northern Ireland because they want to see 
the total surrender of the Republican move¬ 
ment. 

Hardline Unionists do not even want 
Catholics to play an equal role in any institu¬ 
tions in Northern Ireland. 


They oppose even mild reforms to the 
sectarian RUC police force. These Unionist 
politicians give credibility to Loyalist groups 
like the Ulster Defence Association which are 
waging a terror campaign against Catholics in 
Northern Ireland. 

Last week most of the British media fo¬ 
cused on the story that three alleged IRA 
members had been arrested in Colombia in 
South America. 

On that same day gangs of Loyalists ter¬ 
rorised Catholics in north Belfast. Loyalists 


pelted a bus carrying Catholic schoolchildren 
with bricks and bottles, and threw a blast 
bomb into a garden on a Catholic housing 
estate which injured a 14 year old boy. 

These Loyalist thugs are a tiny minority 
who do not represent most Protestants in 
Northern Ireland. 

The majority of both Catholics and Prot¬ 
estants want peace and an end to sectarian 
violence. The British government’s capitula¬ 
tion to the Unionists makes those hopes less 
rather than more likely to be fulfilled. 


The IMF's stake in Argentina 


by ALEX CALLINICOS 

THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary 
Fund (IMF) may be on the run 
from anti-capitalist protesters 
in Washington, but it is still 
wreaking havoc around the 
world. 

Its latest victim is Argentina. 
This week [from August 13] a 
team of Argentinian officials 
was in Washington to negotiate 
with the IMF and the United 
States Treasury. They want an 
emergency loan of US$9 billion. 
This comes on top of a US$39.7 
billion package agreed with the 
IMF last December. 

The flight of capital from Ar¬ 
gentina means the country may 
be unable to meet repayments 
on its US$130 billion foreign 
debt. In an effort to appease lo¬ 
cal and foreign capitalists econ¬ 
omy minister Domingo Cavallo 
last month announced a package 
of austerity measures. 

He slashed public spending, 
and cut the wages of state em¬ 
ployees and some pensions by 


13%. This attack on the poor 
was foreshadowed in a memo¬ 
randum agreed by the IMF and 
the Argentinian central bank in 
September last year. 

These measures are eerily 
reminiscent of the kind of pack¬ 
ages imposed by bankers at the 
start of the Great Depression in 
the 1930s. 

Argentina has already been 
in recession for the past three 
years. Slashing spending, and 
thereby reducing the demand 
for goods and services, can only 
make things much worse. 

But the unemployed are fight¬ 
ing back. With unemployment 
running at 15% and mass impov¬ 
erishment growing, groups of 
redundant workers have built a 
mass resistance movement. 

The piqueteros, as they are 
known, held three days of mass 
protests last week with road 
blockades to disrupt the move¬ 
ment of goods. A ten-day mo¬ 
bilisation is planned for Sep¬ 
tember. 

This deep social and economic 


crisis is hitting a country that was 
for much of the last decade one 
of the main showpieces for neo¬ 
liberalism. As the Financial Times 
put it, "Argentina implemented 
the liberal, free-market model 
espoused by Washington with 
greater zeal than almost any 
other developing nation." 

Western governments are 
unsure how to respond to the 
Argentinian crisis. 

If the US government does 
mount a rescue, it may be for 
political reasons. Britain's Finan¬ 
cial Times points out that "in 
1997 the US awarded Argentina 
'major non-NATO ally' status, 
saying the country 'had become 
our most reliable ally in the en¬ 
tire hemisphere with regard to 
security issues'. 

"The country has been a 
vigorous supporter of the US's 
free trade agenda, acting as 
an important counter-weight 
to Brazil's scepticism over Mr 
Bush's proposed 34-nation free 
trade zone." 

Finally, "a growing number 



THOUSANDS PROTEST in 
Buenos Aires. 


of analysts believe that an Ar¬ 
gentine collapse could herald a 
shift away from the 'Washington 
consensus' and a return to the 
policies of economic national¬ 
ism." 

That could be the clincher 
for the Bush gang. Argentina 
has been a test-bed for the neo¬ 
liberal policies. Its current agony 
demonstrates the bankruptcy of 
these policies. 

Let's hope that the resistance 
they are evoking helps to feed 
the worldwide rebellion against 
neo-liberalism. 
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Killings & invasions: Israel steps up brutality 



by MATTHEW COOKSON 

ARIEL SHARON, Israel's war 
criminal prime minister, is 
continuing his mad war against 
the Palestinians. 

He wants to punish the Pales¬ 
tinian people for resisting Israeli 
control over their land, no matter 
how many Palestinian and Israeli 
people die. 

Israeli fighter planes destroyed 
a Palestinian police station in the 
West Bank town of Ramallah in 
retaliation for the recent suicide 
bombing of a Jerusalem pizzeria 
by a Palestinian which killed 15 
Israelis. 

Israeli troops shot eight year 
old Sabreen Ijrewi in the head 
on Sunday August 12, killing her. 
And two Palestinian men were 
shot dead for throwing stones. 

Israeli tanks invaded the West 
Bank town of Jenin. They took 
over the building of the town’s 
governor and destroyed two 
adjoining police stations. 

Sharon ordered Israeli secu¬ 
rity forces to seize the Orient 
House building in Arab East 
Jerusalem, which is the headquar¬ 
ters of Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

This is the building where 
Palestinian negotiators discussed 
the peace process throughout 
the 1990s. 

Israel has confiscated all docu¬ 
ments from the building, and 
in an act meant to humiliate all 
Palestinians has hung the Israeli 
flag from the roof. Israeli police 
brutally attacked Jews, Arabs and 
Westerners protesting against the 
seizure of Orient House. 

Thousands of Palestinian 
shops and businesses were closed 
down on Monday August 13 as 
part of a general strike in protest 
at Israel’s actions. 

Israel’s violence only increased 
the likelihood of Palestinians see¬ 


ing the only way of hitting back 
against their powerful enemy as 
becoming suicide bombers. 

As Robert Fisk, the respected 
writer on Middle East issues, said 
of the pizzeria suicide bomber: 

“He was the logical product of 
a people crushed, dispossessed, 
tortured and killed in terrible 
numbers.” 

It is because the Palestinians 
are struggling for justice and a 
homeland that people will con¬ 
tinue to fight back regardless of 
Israeli violence. 

Israel and the US continue 
to call on Yasser Arafat to “stop 
the violence” and arrest Islamic 
militants. 

But Arafat is not in control 
of the intifada. His police force 
arrested four militants on Sat¬ 
urday. Despite this and Israel’s 
increased security, on Sunday 
a Palestinian suicide bomber 
injured 20 Israelis in a cafe north 
of the town of Haifa. 

Israel is also stepping up its 
assassination of Palestinian ac¬ 


tivists. 

Israel has assassinated over 
40 Palestinian activists by use of 
death squads and missile attacks 
since the intifada began last Sep¬ 
tember. They have usually been 
little known activists. But now 
Israel is targeting well-known 
Palestinian leaders. 

Many Western countries have 
denounced Israel’s assassination 
policy as illegal. Despite this, US 
vice-president Dick Cheney came 
out in support of the policy. 

“If you are an organisation 
that is planning some sort of 
suicide bomb attack, there is 
some justification in Israel trying 
to protect themselves,” Cheney 
said. 

The BBC has disgracefully 
told its World Service newsread¬ 
ers to call these assassinations 
“targeted killings”—the phrase 
the Israeli government uses for 
these state murders. 

Ariel Sharon, the Right-wing 
prime minister of Israel, defends 
the assassinations, saying: 


“Israel is exercising its right to 
self defence. I’m against killing, I 
wouldn’t like to kill anyone.” 

But this is a lie. Sharon is a war 
criminal. He has spent his life in 
terrorist groups and positions of 
power brutalising and murdering 
Palestinians. He led the Israeli 
invasion of the Lebanon in 1982 
during which 20,000 people were 
killed. 

Palestinians have been fight¬ 
ing for justice ever since they 
were driven from their homeland 
in 1948. Palestinian resistance 
forced Israel into the peace proc¬ 
ess in the early 1990s. 

The much vaunted Israel-Pal- 
estine peace process showed how 
little the Israelis want to allow the 
Palestinians. 

When the intifada exploded 
last year agreements reached 
meant the Palestinian Authority 
would only control 17% of the 
West Bank and around 60% of 
the Gaza Strip. Israeli forces 
were to still control the roads, 
resources and huge areas of land 
they have occupied illegally. 

As Israeli brutality continues, 
over 550 Palestinians, many of 
them children, civilians or people 
armed only with stones, have been 
killed since last September. 

Now there are reports that 
Sharon is preparing to reoccupy 
all of the West Bank and Gaza. 

All those who support the 
Palestinian fight for justice will 
have to step up their solidarity 
in the coming months. 

Until the Palestinians get jus¬ 
tice there will be no peace. 


Wellington Palestine meeting 


by DON FRANKS 

ON 13 th of August the Wellington branch of the 
Socialist Workers Organisation held a meeting 
at Victoria university in solidarity with the 
Palestinian intifada. 

The meeting was the first show of support for 
the intifada on campus for some time. 

This was held during VUSA "politics week", 
and had to compete for an audience with many 


other activities. Despite that, the meeting 
room was full, and several people stood 
throughout. 

The main speaker was veteran activist Don 
Carson from the Wellington Palestine Group. 

Don pointed out that of all the many lib¬ 
eration struggles around the globe, that of 
the Palestinians' was unique, in that the op¬ 
pressor, the Israeli state, was cast in the main¬ 
stream media as the victim of aggression. 
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'Catching the Knowledge Wave' conference 


Resisting the capitalist tsunami 



PALESTINIAN BOAT swamped by the Israeli battleship. Human rights took a back seat to corporate greed 
at the conference. Cartoon by Za.... 


Israel's oppression economy 


KNOWLEDGE WAVE? 


ON THE ONE HAND... 

1. Students & staff at BirZeit 
University [in Palestine] con¬ 
tinually harassed, arrested 
and at times tortured by Isra¬ 
el's military. 

2. Roads to the University 
dug up by Israel's military. 

3. University buildings de¬ 
stroyed. 

4. Closure of universities in 
Palestine enforced by Israel's 
military. 

5. Israel's military & govern¬ 
ment put Palestinian High¬ 
er Education under brutal 
siege. 


ON THE OTHER... 

1. "Israel is held up as a mod¬ 
el of a knowledge society". 

2. In the 20-24 year age group 
in Israel over 50% receive ter¬ 
tiary education. 

3. Spending per tertiary stu¬ 
dent in Israel increased by 
10% in real terms over last 
decade. 

4. Tertiary institutions in Is¬ 
rael increased from 21 to 36. 

5. Levtzion's Council for High¬ 
er Education is "in charge of 
planning according to the 
needs of the society..." 


Auckland Uni & AUT [Auckland University of Technology] should 
distance themselves from all Israeli education & gov't institutions 
until Israel's gov't abides by the rules of the International Com¬ 
munity. Palestinian students, by all measurable parameters are 
disadvantaged both in Israel & the Occupied Territories. Israel re¬ 
fuses to abide UN resolutions, international law, the 4th Geneva 
Convention. Consequently, Israel's gov't & its institutions should be 
boycotted until the gov't honours the International Human Rights 
Conventions. 


Leaflet produced by the Palestinian Human Rights Campaign Auckland 
and Students for Justice in Palestine. 


Anti-WTO protests in 
November—join the 
global protests at home 


by MIKE BEGGS 

THIS ARTICLE was published 
on the NZActivism email group 
NZActivism@yahoogroups.com 

on Saturday, 4 August. Socialist 
Worker liked it so much we 
thought we'd reprint it. 

I JUST spent three days at the 
Catching the Knowledge Wave 
conference in Auckland, thanks to 
a press pass via student press. 

As expected it was a vile gath¬ 
ering of business, politicians and 
media bent on selling their vision 
(in fact the Herald was a major 
sponsor of the event, along with 
McKinsey &Company, Deutsche 
Bank, Carter Holt Harvey and the 
University of Auckland). 

Attitude 

Huge screens sequenced 
through their corporate icons 
as 500 invited participants gath¬ 
ered (at $1000 per head) to 
hear talks about how New Zea¬ 
land can become a "knowledge 
economy"apparently with lower 
tax rates, closer partnerships 
between business and universi¬ 
ties, New Zealanders learning 
to respect achievement (i.e., 
businesspeople making a lot 
of money), and an all-around 
better attitude towards work¬ 
ing hard to make the nation's 
business more productive and 
profitable. 

This last goal was repeated 
again and again. 

Neo-liberalism [the ideology of 
the "free market"] is repackaged 
in an even scarier patriotic form. 

It's no longer about "empow¬ 
ering the individual", it's about 
building Our Nation's competitive¬ 
ness. It's about having "common 
vision". 

Harvard's Dr Michael Porter 
(brought to the country for a 
single day by Steven Tindall 


[owner of The Warehouse] for 
a rumoured $100,000) said that 
here there is "still not a complete 
commitment to a direction" and 
there needed to be a "concerted 
effort to get over differences of 
opinion". 

Tindall gushed that he "spent 
a lot of money to get Michael 
Porter here—and it was worth 
every penny!" Before reiterat¬ 
ing the need to build a common 
vision: 

"We have to trust each other- 
collaboration is the answer— 
let's put aside our differences 
... We can do it. We can do it 
together." 

Applause, tumultuous ap¬ 
plause, and I felt very tiny way at 
the back of the massive Sheraton 
ballroom. 

The central point of the "vi¬ 
sion" we are all supposed to 
get in behind is that economic 
growth improves everyone's 
lives and that high growth is 
necessary before social needs 
are addressed. Therefore we 
should be working to make New 
Zealand a more productive and 
profitable place for capitalists to 
do business. 

Social 

As Dr Porter put it, social 
and economic wellbeing cannot 
be separated. Well, true, but it 
hadn't occurred that the eco¬ 
nomic system was actually respon¬ 
sible for the social deprivation he 
hinted at? 

Poverty and inequality were 
hardly mentioned at all during 
the conference, except in terms 
of a "digital divide", which could 
be bridged by "equipping the 
people who are not prosper¬ 
ing with the tools they need to 
prosper"—no, not the means of 
production but high speed inter¬ 
net connections. 


Some of the talk was as scary as 
anything heard in the last twenty 
years. 

Reserve Bank Governor Don 
Brash seriously suggested scrap¬ 
ping the unemployment benefit 
and minimum wage to let labour 
markets "clear". 

Jenny Shipley responded posi¬ 
tively, hinting in the Herald that 
National might take up the [ex- 
US president Bill] Clinton welfare 
model-two years benefit maxi¬ 
mum at one time, and a five year 
lifetime dole limit. A death wish, 
maybe, for social stability, but 
pretty unpleasant to live through 
by American accounts. 

Protesters 

It was unclear where the busi¬ 
ness leaders thought the trust 
and united vision they talked 
about would come from given 
the pace and scale of marginalisa¬ 
tion thanks to business's visions in 
recent times. 

Still, journalist/participant Co¬ 
lin James had a point when he 
gloated that there were few pro¬ 
testers outside compared to "elite 
gatherings" (his words) in other 
countries recently. 

"The government has the 
popular authority to take the 
risks that are necessary," he 
concluded. 

Prophesying 

Anyway, the conference end¬ 
ed on a high note and all these 
people were to go forth and 
start prophesying this new vi¬ 
sion. 

It can be assumed there will 
be more of Colin James' "elite 
gatherings" in the 'lear future, so 
maybe we should maKe sure there 
are more dissidents outside? 

If we are about to see a public 
consolidation of business con¬ 
sensus, that gives us something 
to attack, since we're not about 
to get any G8 summits or World 
Economic Forum meetings, and 
APEC isn't due back for another 
decade or so. 

It's something to focus on in the 
economic realm, it will encroach 
on places where there has been 
some opposition to build on (eg. 
the universities that are supposed 
to get closer to business), and all 
this talk of "coming together" is 
just asking for someone to show 
there are some serious divisions in 
our society that can't just be high 
speed internetted away. 


by KARYN AMOORE 

STUDENTS FOR Justice in Palestine 
protested at the involvement of 
Israeli government and business 
representatives at the Catching the 
Knowledge Wave Conference. 

Almost 40 people gathered 
outside the Auckland University 
Library at the meeting held on- 
July 31. 

Placards with slogans such “No 
University Ties With Racism” and 
“Equal Rights for Palestinian 
Students” were held aloft. 

Israel is seen as a model 


“knowledge economy” which 
New Zealand should copy. 

Professor Nehemia Levtzion, 
chair of the Planning and Bud¬ 
geting Committee of the Israeli 
Council for Higher Education, 
was there to give his vision of 
what is needed. 

He neglected to mention the 
billions of dollars of economic 
and military “aid” from the Unit¬ 
ed States ($12 billion in 1996), or 
the cheap labour of impoverished 
Palestinians, that keeps the Israeli 
economy afloat. 

One interesting point was that 


Israel has cut students fees by 
50% over the last 5 years. 

But Levtzion had to admit that 
only 7% of the student population 
were Arabs, whereas Arabs make 
up 20% of the population in Israel. 

Question time was dominated 
by the issues of Palestine. 

When those running the meet¬ 
ing tried to limit the discussion to 
the official topic, a speaker from 
the floor argued that—just as in 
the 1981 Springbok tour when 
sport could not be separated from 
politics—education and politics 
can’t be separated. 


ACTIVISTS IN Wellington and 
Christchurch are already or¬ 
ganising for protests against 
the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) ministers summit, No¬ 
vember 9-13th in Qatar. 

High on the agenda of 
the WTO talks is the General 
Agreement on Trade in Serv¬ 
ices. The GATS will mean the 
privatisation of our world. 

Essential and basic public 
services like water supplies, 
health, education, nursing 
homes, social security and 
even national parks will be 
opened up to corporations to 
make a profit. 

It is another mechanism for 
the corporate elite to make 
ever-greater profits at the 
expense of jobs, working con¬ 
ditions and living standards 
of millions of people around 
the world. 

Qatar will be the first meet¬ 
ing of the WTO since Seattle in 

v_ 


1999, when protests bought to¬ 
gether trade unionists and anti¬ 
capitalists for the first time. 

The dictatorship of Qatar 
has been picked to try and stop 
protest, so around the world, 
activists will be rallying against 
the effects of global capitalism 
in their home towns. 

Long-time anti-WTO cam¬ 
paigners GATT Watchdog 
[GATT is the old name forthe 
WTO] are calling for a Nation¬ 
al Day of Action against the 
WTO on Friday 9 November. 

In Christchurch activists from 
the Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion, Anarchist Round Table, 
Staunch Alliance and Young 
Greens are working together. 
They are calling a public meet¬ 
ing to launch a broader cam¬ 
paign. Contact Don on 385 5268 
for more information. 

There will also be a protest 
in Wellington. Contact Gor¬ 
don on 972 2296. 


What the unions said 

ROSS WILSON, president of the Council of Trade unions, issued 
this statement just before the conference. 

“There are clear signs that the real agenda of the Knowledge 
Wave Conference may be to reassert the policies of the 1990s 
which were decisively rejected by the New Zealand people at the 
last election,” 

“The preliminary papers ... contain clear evidence that the 
agenda of many corporate organisers is to have the conference 
adopt the economic, employment and social policies which ben¬ 
efited an elite few, but failed to build a productive and inclusive 
society, which New Zealanders want.” 


Labour and the conference 


ACCORDING TO a recent speech by Labour Party 
minister Pete Hodgson: 

"One of the key contributions to the 
discussion... at the Knowledge Wave 
conference... came from the Prime Minister's 
Science and Innovation Advisory Council. 

"When the PM established the Council last 
year she asked its members to identify and 
address barriers to the transformation of New 
Zealand into a knowledge society." 

The "seven key challenges" identified by the 
Council in its "innovation framework" report 
included: 

• To reward the "can-do" attitude, risk 
taking and success [elsewhere Hodgson notes. 


"We enjoy and celebrate success, particularly 
in sport—but perhaps not quite enough in 
commerce and enterprise"]; 

• To excell globally, putting aside parochial and 
sectoral concerns to compete internationally; 

• To take an investment-driven approach to 
government. 

In other words, we have to worship the rich 
like we are supposed to worship the All Blacks. 

Workers have to forget their "sectoral con¬ 
cerns" like wages and sacrifice to help their 
bosses in the international competition for 
bigger profits. 

And the government will spend more on 
handouts and subsidies for business. 
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Lessons from 1951 


by VAUGHAN GUNSON 
& DAVID COLYER 

T V ONE recently screened 1951, a two hour 
documentary of the 1951 waterfront 
lockout. New Zealand's longest industrial 
dispute, 151 days that exhausted both the 
capitalist state and Waterside Workers' Union 
(WWU). 

The documentary showed how the lockout 
was engineered by the shipowners and the 
National government—all part of a calculated 
attack on the most militant union in the country 
It showed the impact of the fascist-like 
emergency regulations put in place by the 
government. The press was banned from 
printing anything that gave the workers’ side 
of the conflict, police were given the power to 
search watersiders homes and arrest people 
for picketing or marching, and it was illegal to 
help the watersiders in any way. 

The documentary allowed the participants— 
all on the workers side—to speak of their own 
experiences, alongside previously unscreened 
footage of protests and marches. 

Yet as wonderful as it was to see a well 
researched and produced documentary on 
the 1951 lockout, the conclusion that could be 
drawn was too easily a pessimistic one. That 
the watersiders were inevitably heading for 
defeat, that there was no way the forces of 
the state could be overcome, and that New 
Zealand workers were too easily swayed by 
the propaganda of the right-wing NZ Herald 
and prime minister, Sid Holland. 

But in the early stages of the confrontation 
the outcome was far from clear. After the 
government announced the “emergency 
regulations” over 20,000 workers went out on 
strike in support of the wharfies. 

The government wavered, doubting its 
ability to smash the entire union movement. 

But the Federation of Labour (FOL)—the 
main union body at the time—demanded an 
immediate return to work and most workers 
stopped striking. 

The main cause of the eventual defeat was 
this top-level treachery by union bureaucrats. 

In 1960, then National prime minister, Keith 
Holyoake, said: “The National Party ... was 
fortunate in that the Federation of Labour, 
the responsible workers’ leaders, stood firmly 
with the Government. The task [smashing the 
WWU] would have been impossible without 
the Federation’s aid.” 

The reason for this treachery was that 
conservative union bureaucrats—headed by 
FOL vice president Finton Patrick Walsh— 
were threatened by the grassroots militancy 
and democracy that existed within unions like 
the WWU. 

For the FOL leadership the lockout was a 
chance to destroy the WWU and its leaders, 
Jock Barnes and Toby Hill. 

But at times, decisions were made by the 
WWU and its leadership that left the union 
isolated from the rest of New Zealand workers, 
and at the mercy of the state’s forces. 

In 1950, the watersiders, along with other 
militant unions—such as the drivers, hotel 
workers and miners—pulled out of the FOL to 
form the Trade Union Congress (TUC). 

By leaving the FOL the TUC played into 


the hands of Walsh, who was able to take firm 
control of the FOL. 

The millitants denied themselves a forum 
in which to debate with and win over other 
workers. 

This proved a costly mistake when in 1951 
the wharfies needed to mobilise the support of 
workers throughout the country. 

Decisions like this grew out of the influence 
of syndicalism within the WWU. 

S YNDICALISM, (or revolutionary trade 
unionism,) is the idea that the best way 
to organise the working class to overthrow 
capitalism is through a revolutionary trade 
union. 

The WWU was not a revolutionary union, but 
many of its members were revolutionaries or were 
heavily influenced by syndicalist ideas. 

Syndicalism, whether pure or diluted, runs 



POLICE ATTACK strikers' march 


aground on the two big contradictions inherent 
in trade unionism. 

The first is the double nature of trade 
unionism. 

On the one hand, unions enable workers 
to organise collectively to defend themselves 
from the bosses’ attacks and fight for better 
pay and conditions. 

On the other hand, there always has to be 
some kind of “agreement” between workers 
and bosses. This is always an agreement about 
how much of the wealth produced by the 
workers is kept by them, and how much is taken 
by the employer. 

So trade unions end up helping to regulate 
the exploitation of workers. 

Union bureaucrats gain power and privilege, 
compared to ordinary workers, by being 
professional negotiators between workers 
and bosses. 

A socialist revolution that led to workers 
running society, without the need for bosses, would 
also make these negotiators redundant. 

So union bureaucrats become more and 


more committed to preserving capitalism— 
even if that means selling workers short. 

Syndicalists typically fail to understand 
this process, and blame the sell-outs of union 
leaders on personal weakness. 

They aim to build a “pure” union of 
militants, without compromising leaders. 

That’s what the WWU tried to do when they 
formed the TUC. 

But they couldn’t get around the second 
contradiction of unionism: that is how the need 
for maximum unity conflicts with the uneven 
militancy and political consciousness of the 
working class. 

Most of the time only a tiny minority of 
workers are revolutionaries. Most workers 
accept some of the bosses’ Right-wing ideas, 
but reject others. 

This is a big problem for syndicalists who 
want a militant or even revolutionary union. 
The traditional solution has been for them 
to split and form their own union or union 
federation, like the TUC. 

This tactic not only undermines the unity 
which is the basis of union power, it also cuts 
the militants off from the other workers. 

In 1951, the militants dominated the TUC, 
but they had trouble influencing the majority 
of workers still in the FOL. 

And there was no organisation which 
brought together the minority of militants in 
the FOL unions. 

The isolation was momentarily shattered 
when 15,000 struck to defend the WWU. 

Just as the government and capitalists were 
unsure if they could beat the whole union 
movement, most workers were unsure if they 
could have beaten the capitalist state. 

Altogether they could have. But the FOL 
leaders had the decisive influence. 

I F SYNDICALISM is not the complete answer 
to overcoming top-level treachery, what is 
the best way for militant workers to organise 
to spread socialist ideas and action within the 
union movement? 

The answer is to build a socialist party that 
brings together the most militant workers, from 
all sections of the working class (including 
unemployed and retired workers) along with 
radical students and youth. 

If revolutionaries work together in a 
centralised way, they increase the reach and 
impact of socialist ideas. 

In times like 1951—when large numbers of 
other workers start questioning the Righ-twing 
propaganda of employers, government and 
conservative union leaders—a revolutionary 
party can provide an alternative, militant, 
leadership for the entire working class, in a way 
that a militant union can’t. 

Of course the aim of a revolutionary socialist 
is not simply to win a particular dispute, but 
ultimately to win a revolution which will create 
a world where there are no bosses. 

The other vital role of a revolutionary party 
is that it not only provides militant leadership 
in a struggle, but that it works to build those 
struggles into revolutions. 

One of the most important lessons from 
1951 is that, if we are to avoid defeat next time, 
we need to build a party of socialist workers 
today. 
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Unionists debate action on freedom to strike 


by DON FRANKS 

FOR SOME time now the Wellington Local Affiliates Council (LAC) 
of Council of Trade Unions (CTU) has been running "Forums for all 
union people", to discuss issues affecting workers. 

As a rank and file member of the CTU I sought to raise an issue 
myself and on 19th of February this year wrote to the LAC, noting 
that: 

"The current waterfront dispute underlines the fact that the 
union movement this year is badly disadvantaged by the present 
illegality of sympathy strikes—at present it's wharfies who are in 
the firing line, unable to be defended by the necessary weapon of 
solidarity strikes. 


"Tomorrow it could be workers suffering sexual harassment, 
workers concerned about an environmental issue, or workers 
wanting to resume pressure on the racist dictators in Fiji. 

"Strike action on all those issues is subject to punishment by 
fines or imprisonment under the Employment Relations Act. 

"I therefore appeal to the CTU to include, as an early part of the 
years programme, a forum on The Right To Strike—How Can We 
Organise To Regain It?'" 

That letter was the first part of a long and one-sided correspon¬ 
dence. 

Finally, five months later, the LAC arranged to have a forum 
on "Industrial Action In The New Era", where" the right to strike 
thing can be raised". 


The forum: community support or class solidarity? 


THE OFFICIAL speakers were 
Alister Duncan from the Serv¬ 
ice and Food Workers Union 
(SFWU), John Whiting from the 
Waterfront Workers Union, and 
Engineers Union secretary An¬ 
drew Little. After the publicity 
had gone out, it was belatedly 
agreed that I could also address 
the meeting. 

There was relatively good 
attendance of two dozen union¬ 
ists. 

Alister Duncan set the main 
tone of the discussion, by argu¬ 
ing that a key factor in today’s 
industrial action was support 
from the community. 

This theme was continued by 
John Whiting, who said that the 
wharfies battling Carter Holt 
Harvey had been pleased to be 
able to tap into support from the 
community in the course of their 
long dispute. 

He conceded that community 
support had not been sufficient 
to win the battle, which was 
“still boiling along on the legal 
front.” 

Filling in for Andrew Little, 
Engineers Union organiser Steve 


Hurring began his remarks by 
insisting that “community in¬ 
volvement is the key.” 

Steve also saw two other fac¬ 
tors as important—the Employ¬ 
ment Relations Act (“our piece 
of legislation”)—and illegal 
strikes. Steve reported that his 
union had taken a number of 
little actions, which had been ef¬ 
fective, even though they’d gone 
unreported. 

I followed by saying that we 
should remember a few of the 
basics. 

Although we see police clout 
down on picketing wharfies, we 
never see police ordering an 
employer to keep his factory 
open, nor do we see cops march 
into a boardroom and demand 
that investment be made to cre¬ 
ate jobs. 

In our society bosses are free 
to do what they like with their 
capital, and this affects all the 
rest of us. 

That’s why we workers need 
freedom to control our one as¬ 
set—our labour power. We need 
the freedom to strike. 

An important part of this 


freedom is the legal right to 
strike. 

At a previous LAC forum, 
CTU president Ross Wilson told 
me that not everything we do has 
to be legal. 

But, as members of the LAC 
readily admit, the illegality of 
solidarity strikes is the very rea¬ 
son why they were not applied 
to assist the wharfies, who are 
still suffering for lack of effective 
union support. 

As far as community support 
goes, I pointed out that this is 
good but its not new—in 1834 
the Tollpuddle Martyrs finally 
had their deportation (from 
England to the prison colonies 
of Australia) for illegal union 
activity overturned because of 
mass public demonstrations. 

But in any industrial dis¬ 
pute community support always 
comes second in effectiveness to 
the economic punch delivered by 
union solidarity strikes. 

I concluded that the CTU 
endorsement and thousands of 
workers signatures on the Social¬ 
ist Workers Organisation’s free¬ 
dom to strike petition showed 


that there was union unity in 
words on this crucial issue and 
now what was needed was some 
action. 

During discussion from the 
floor, several speakers noted the 
deterrent effect of the ERA’s 
anti-strike provisions. Alister 
Duncan said thafi’New Zealand¬ 
ers are largely respectful of the 
law”. 

Postal Workers Union presi¬ 
dent John Maynard noted that 
as long as solidarity strikes re¬ 
mained illegal we would con¬ 
tinue to witness the very unsatis¬ 
factory situation of “small groups 
of workers fighting heroically, 
but isolated.” 

The meeting concluded by 
passing a motion in support of’ 
the locked-out Sanford work¬ 
ers and taking up a collection 
for them. 

But the task of organising to 
regain the right to strike was left 
undone. 

As long as that remains the 
case, workers like the unionists 
at Sanford remain, without the 
maximum union solidarity that 
they need and are entitled to. 


r 


FREEDOM to STRIKE 


FOR ALMOST two years the Socialist 
Workers Organisation has been gathering 
endorsements and signatures for our 
Freedom to Strike petition. 

The petition has helped win the support 
of many unionists and other Left-wing 
activists around the issue. 

Now it is time to start mobilising this 
support. 

In the run up to next years election, the 
Freedom to Strike petition will be presented 
at broad Left lobbies of Labour Party and 
Alliance conferences. 

These lobbies, if they're large and 
include union support, could help make the 
freedom to strike an election issue. 

Building effective lobbies will take a lot 


of work. 

We need a big push from supporters of 
the campaign to collect more signatures 
and return them to us. 

And we also need help contacting all the 
many people who have said they wanted 
to help in the past. 


★ IF YOU CAN HELP, 
contact Grant: (09) 634 3377 
or gcm@actrix.gen.nz 
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letters 


■ GOOD, BUT IS IT 
GOOD ENOUGH? 

THE SOCIALISM 2001 hui ar¬ 
ranged by the SWO was an eye 
opener. I found it to be very edu¬ 
cational, as many of the speakers 
raised very good points that face 
workers today. 

There was debate over issues 
such as women’s rights, GE foods, 
the freedom for workers to strike, 
exploitation of workers, multi¬ 
nationals national corporations 
controlling the world’s resources, 
privatisation of water, war in Pal¬ 
estine and a lot more. 

I learnt that throughout his¬ 
tory workers world-wide have 
been, and still are being, ex¬ 
ploited and oppressed. Workers 
in this country are having to 
battle for 14 weeks paid parental 
leave and the freedom to strike, 
while workers in the developing 
countries earn less than ten dol¬ 
lars a week and work in danger¬ 
ous conditions. 

One of the more disappoint¬ 
ing speakers was Laila Harre, 
Alliance MP, who told us the 
only way to change the system is 
through parliament, which is an 
institution that was set up by the 
ruling class to legislate policies to 
protect their business. If workers 
are going to win the war against 
exploitation and secure a better 
standard of living for the next 
generation then world-wide we 
need a revolution. 

Workers must know by now 
that past and present govern¬ 
ments, regardless [of whether] 
they claim they are Left- or 
Right-winged, have let workers 
down over time. 

However, if I may I would like 
to offer the SWO some advice. 
I felt that the conference was a 
bit disorganised. We need to get 
organised. 

Both workers and the SWO 
have an important role to play. 
Workers are becoming aware of 
problems in society and the SWO 
needs to offer solutions. As more 
than ever workers need a revolu¬ 
tionary party. 

A lot of people who I speak 
to regarding socialism think its 
got potential, however, they don’t 
think it is achievable in their life 
time. 

People are dissatisfied with 
the system, and we can change 
it, but I’m afraid from what I 
have seen the SWO and other 
Left wing groups still have a long 
way to go. 

But here’s hoping. 

NORTHLAND CAREGIVER 


■ SOCIALISTS AND 
VIOLENCE 

THE INTENSITY of violence 
inflicted by the state on the anti¬ 
capitalist movement (Papua New 
Guinea and Italy), increases 
Left’s need to confront these 
attacks. 

Murders of demonstrators by 
the capitalist defenders raises 
the current struggle to new lev¬ 
els. The anti-capitalist front will 
need to face whether continued 
passive resistance is still effective 
or if a more militant response is 
called for. 

The ’60s Left initially de¬ 
fended only passive action, this 
was part of gaining a mass sup¬ 
port base. 

These tactics began to be seen 
as ineffective by some of the Left, 
giving rise to armed self defence 
actions and sectarian terrorism. 
Use of this form of violence was 
one key reason in the splintering 
of the Left and destruction of any 
growing mass support overall. 

Marxist Leninists can see 
passive resistance as useful as 
symbolic protest statements, but 
advocate [that] this is not enough. 
The need for militant and self 
defence tactics are essential to see 
any real results in challenging the 
power structure. 

However, we must not fall into 
the trap of supporting sectarian 
terrorist violence. This will only lead 
to destruction and loss of growing 
mass support of a still relatively 
infant anti-capitalist movement. 

Militant action must be in the 
form of mass workers’ general 
strike actions. The fact that half 
of Seattle, Quebec and Genoa 
demonstrations were made up of 
trade unionist is very significant. 

Workers hold the key to bring¬ 
ing the capitalist machinery to 
a grinding halt. That means that 
global strikes are an essential [in 
the] militant fight against the capi¬ 
talists’ state violence and rule. 

The socialist position to pas¬ 
sivism needs to be as Malcolm X 
stated: “ We are non-violent with 
those that are non violent with 
us, we are however not non-vio¬ 
lent with anyone that is violent 
with us”. 

VAUGHAN 

Timaru 

■ GEORGE BUSH—A 
FRIEND OF THE 
POOR? 

THOUSANDS OF people are 
turning up every time the rul¬ 


ing uiasis mccm puMi neu-nu- 
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eral policies. They are protesting 
against policies that are the cause 
of poverty in the Third World and 
are destroying the environment. 

I recently saw George Bush 
on BBC World, he opened his 
speech by saying that half the 
worlds population is working for 
less than $US2 a day, and people 
cannot access the drugs that they 
need for diseases. 

Bush was promoting the role 
of the World Bank in reducing 
poverty. However, the World 
Bank with the IMF are charging 
the poor counties massive inter¬ 
ests rates. 

If the World Bank really 
wanted to wipe out poverty 
then wouldn’t the World Bank 
wipe the debt as well as the 
terms of Structural Adjustment 
programmes that poor countries 
have to agree to before the World 
Bank will give them a loan? 

During the speech Bush spoke 
on the right for these countries 
to have freedom and that people 
in poverty should have personal 
liberty. 

Then why is it that these Struc¬ 
tural Adjustment loans have 
reduced conditions, wages and 
rights of the working class in the 
poor countries? Why can’t mil¬ 
lions of people get access to de¬ 
cent health care or education? 

I am sure many people living 
in the West are also aware of the 
devastation caused by neo-liberal 
policies. 

For instance, 60% percent of 
American workers have not seen 
a rise in their real incomes since 
the seventies, yet every year they 
are working an extra 160 hours. 

Is that what Mr Bush means 
by more liberty? 

This coming from a man who 
wants to raise family and commu¬ 
nity values. I wonder how he will 
do this when people are working 
longer hours and are spending 
less time at home. 

With friends like Bush who 
need enemies. 

A FRIEND OF THE POOR 

■ GREAT START TO 
ANTI-GE ACTIVITIES 

FOLLOWING THE success 
of the picket of the Sheraton, 
during the Knowledge Wave 
Conference, and the call to hold 
a mass demonstration on the 1 st of 
September, the Socialist Workers 
Organisation (SWO) organised 
an impromptu stall at 12 o’clock 
in Aotea square today. 

We took down a very simple 
banner with the words “Stop GE” 


and “sign the banner” painted on 
it. Passers-by were able to stop, 
sign the banner, and sign our 
direct action pledge. The pledge 
had two levels of involvement, 
legal and illegal direct actions. 

I was not surprised when hun¬ 
dreds stopped to sign the banner, 
but I was happily surprised to see 
the amount of people sign the di¬ 
rect action pledge and who were 
seriously prepared to break the 
law to protest the issue. 

New Zealand has a great his¬ 
tory over anti-racism and anti¬ 
nuclear struggles, this could be 
the next spark point. 

The best thing about the day 
was that most people were really 
pissed off about the fact that this 
issue was driven by corporate 
greed, with total disrespect for 
ordinary people, and our Govern¬ 
ment happily siding (again) with 
the multinational’s agenda, with 
total disregard for democracy. 

This is an issue that we can im¬ 
mediately link to the leaky Singa¬ 
pore and proposed Hong Kong free 
trade agreements and to the anti- 
capitalist] movement in general, 
so that we have a sharp and great 
focus for the broader concerns of 
our movement. Protests like Genoa 
can inspire and strengthen new 
fighters at home. 

We need a national campaign, 
and there is plenty of room for 
people to find their own level of 
involvement (whether its help¬ 
ing with posters and street stalls, 
marches or crop digs). Even small 
actions in less organised districts 
could have great effect if people 
move while the issue is hot. So 
lets get creative and see what 
people think of the 1 st becoming 
a national day of action to keep 
New Zealand GE free. 

KANE FORBES 
Auckland 


HAVE YOUR SAY 

Socialist Worker 
welcomes letters from our 
readers. 

Send contributions to Box 
IB-685 Auckland or email 
socialist-worker@pl.net 
Please try to keep 
contributions under BOO 
words. And include your 
phone number so we can 
verify authorship. 









talking union 


4 victims and a dingbat 


by DON FRANKS 

MOST OF us feel the need 
to recharge our batteries by 
means of an occasional escape 
from reality. 

Wine, dope, and test cricket 
are all good escape routes, but 
my recreational drug of choice 
is Shortland Street. 

Recent "nurses strike" epi¬ 
sodes of this TV hospital drama 
provide an escape from reality 
that's hard to beat. 

These episodes could be col¬ 
lected into a movie, titled: 

Four Victims And A Din¬ 
gbat. 

The first victim is the man¬ 
agement, as represented by 
personnel officer Rachel McK¬ 
enna. 

Now, Rachel's usual char¬ 
acter is a tough, no nonsense 
can do type, full of ideas and 
impatient with any dithering 
or inefficiency. 

But throughout the strike 
she's suddenly helpless, vul¬ 
nerable, constantly whining 
to her secretary that she has 
nothing more to offer the 
union. 

To help the effect, Rachel 
has a special "strike voice"—a 
girlie little whimper, totally 
unlike the assured tones of her 
normal character. 

Rachel gets hate mail from 
strikers, is jostled on the picket 
line and—horror of all hor¬ 
rors—finds a little effigy of 
herself hung up above her 
front door. 

Of course, management 
never come up with any dirty 
tricks of their own. 

The second victim is Te 
Hanna, a nurse whose poverty 
is worsened by the strike. Al¬ 
though on the strike commit¬ 
tee, Te Hanna never shows any 
enthusiasm for the industrial 
action 

Te Hanna always "does 
what the union says", even 
abruptly stepping out of char¬ 
acter to abandon a patient 
who will only accept treat¬ 
ment from her. This patient 
is a child with cystic fibrosis 
coughing up blood. 

The normally assertive Te 
Hanna is speechless when she 
gets thoroughly bawled out 
about the strike by the young 
girl on the checkout at the 
supermarket 

The third victim is Toni, a 


nurse who furtively signs up an 
individual contract before the 
strike gets going. Although 
this is "her own choice", and 
"her individual right" poor 
Toni is (for a while) shunned 
by the other nurses and criti¬ 
cised by her flatmate Matt, 
the lone, steely eyed militant 
of the strike. 

One day, as Toni walks 
through the unpoliced picket 
line with the scabs, Matt fi¬ 
nally "goes too far". 

On his return home that 
night Matt finds Toni in a tear¬ 
ful state of shock, threaten¬ 
ing to leave the flat, because 
"YOU SCREAMED AT ME!" she 
screams at Matt. 

Quite overcome with re¬ 
morse and stung by Toni's 
accusation that he has his in¬ 
heritance to "see him through 
the stupid strike" Matt pleads 
to be forgiven. 

He finally grovels enough 
for Toni to come back, forgive 
him and sleep with him. 

Right after that Matt buys 
dinner for Toni and her friend 
who says she intends to come 
and work through the strike. 
In response, Matt clinks wine 
glasses and smiles happily. 

Finally, having just anony¬ 
mously donated five grand 
to the strike fund, Matt the 
Dingbat stops the action by 
going down to the picket 
line when its in full cry and 
calling for an unconditional 
return to work. In less than 
three minutes this motion is 
put and carried. 

In the land of Shortland 
Street, workers solidarity and 
resolve can be brushed aside 
like a cobweb. 

The only winner in the 
strike is the sensible young un¬ 
ion lawyer who is so handsome 
that Rachel has sex with him 
five minutes after they first 
meet in a car accident. 

Oh, right, the fourth vic¬ 
tim. 

That has to be the cause of 
the hundreds of real nurses all 
over New Zealand who have 
been alternately striking and 
leaving the country over the 
last few years because their 
pay is so disgustingly low. 

Throughout the fairyland 
strike of Shortland Street there 
is, of course, not one word 
of reference to this national 
scandal. 
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SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and 
war. Although workers create society’s 
wealth, it is controlled by the ruling class 
for its own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when 
the working class takes control of social 
wealth and democratically plans its 
production and distribution to meet hu¬ 
man needs, not private profits. This will 
eliminate all class divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as China 
and Cuba, just like the former Soviet 
Union and the Eastern bloc, have noth¬ 
ing to do with socialism. They are state 
capitalist. We support the struggles of 
workers against every dictatorial stalinist 
ruling class. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 
The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and 
oppression, contrary to what Alliance, 
Labour and union leaders claim. It 
must be overthrown by the working 
class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, 
police and judiciary protect the ruling 
class. These institutions cannot be 
taken over and used by the working 
class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state - a democratic workers state 
based on workers councils and work¬ 
ers militia. 


INTERNATIONALISM 
Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for 
socialism is global. 


We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose 
all immigration controls. We support 
all genuine national liberation strug¬ 
gles. 

We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading 
working class revolutions around the 
world. 

LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION 
We fight for democratic rights. We op¬ 
pose the oppression of women, Maori, 
Pacific Islanders, lesbians and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used to 
divide the working class. 

We support the right of all 
oppressed groups to organise for 
their own defence. Their liberation is 
essential to socialist revolution and 
impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 

determination. 

The government’s approach to 
Treaty claims has benefited a Maori 
elite while doing little for working 
class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will only 
become a reality with the establish¬ 
ment of a workers state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 
sections of the working class have to 
be organised into a mass revolution¬ 
ary socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of build¬ 
ing such a party through involvement 
in the day-to-day struggles of workers 
and the oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion must grow in size and influence 
to provide leadership in the struggle 
for working class self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions 
with a rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to 
fight for socialism, then join us. 


Get involved with the 
Socialist Workers Organisation 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone Vaughan: (09) 433 8897 


★ AUCKLAND 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
at the Methodist Mission, Queen 
St (opp. Town Hall). 

Phone Len: 634 3984 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie: 345 9853 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Monday 
at Rm 2 Crossways (back 
entrance), Elizabeth St, Mt 
Victoria. 


Phone Gordon: 972 2296 
for details. 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone Don: 385 5268 


★ DUNEDIN 


Phone Jonah: 453 6434 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


SWO members elsewhere in NZ 
and our sister organisations over¬ 
seas can be contacted through the 
SWO's national office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984. 

Fax: (09) 634 3936. 

Write: Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


SWO Web-site http://www.crosswinds.net/~swonz 
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A NEW CRISIS 
EVERY MONTH 


IN JUNE, it was the universities 
and polytechs; in July, the power 
crisis started; now, the hospital 
crisis is back again. 

The reforms of the last Nation¬ 
al government are still with us. 

Meanwhile, events like the re¬ 
cent “Knowledge Wave” confer¬ 
ence, are, “haunted by the ghost 
of Rogernomics”—the first wave 
of “market reforms”, let loose by 
the last Labour government. 

Today’s Labour-led govern¬ 
ment claims to represent a new 
direction, away from the horrors 
of free market extremism. 

In reality, they have only taken 
the most timid steps in that direc¬ 
tion. What’s more, since they’re 
been in government, they’ve been 
led even further to the Right by 
the capitalists. 

One of the few issues that 
Helen Clark and almost all her 
ministers are determined to push 
for is globalisation. 

Through the World Trade Or¬ 
ganisation and Singapore and 
Hong Kong free trade agreements, 
they are proudly maintaining New 
Zealand’s reputation as a cham¬ 
pion defender of the rights of the 
multinational corporations. 

Tragically, Labour’s position 
on international trade and invest¬ 
ment will undermine their few 
good policies, like income related 
rents for state houses. 

Looking around the world— 
where the US, Britain and most 
of Western Europe have joined 
Japan in recession—and looking 
back over the last 20 years, the 
chances of a glorious economic 
transformation are nil. 

Especially when the plans 
we are supposed to follow are 
all very similar to the ones that 
have helped build the current 
problems. 

What we need is a fundamen¬ 
tal change in direction. 

Instead of constantly asking: 
“How can New Zealand com¬ 
pete better in the global market 
place?”; “How can we make the 
economy grow?” or “How can we 
make business more profitable?” 


We need a political movement 
that is asking: “How can we fight 
back against the power of the cor¬ 
porations?”; “How can we repair 
the damage they’ve already done?” 
and “How can we stop coming hor¬ 
rors like Genetic Engineering?” 

A movement like this is be¬ 
ginning to grow on a global 
scale. More and more people are 
gaining the courage to fight for a 
better world. 


Hospital 

emergency 

EVERY DAY we hear reports 
of another hospital in crisis 
because of the nursing 
shortage. 

Socialist Worker doesn't need 
to give a specific example, just 
pick up the next mainstream 
newspaper and choose one. 

Yet Labour and the hospi¬ 
tal managers refuse to fund 
the improvements in pay and 
conditions needed to attract 
more staff. 

Nurses shouldn't have 
to strike to save our health 
system. Labour promised that 
they would fix it. 

The truth is it's getting 
worse because Labour choos¬ 
es not to raise taxes on big 
business and the rich. 
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Socialist Worker is part of 
this new anti-capitalist move¬ 
ment and is dedicated not just 
to reporting it, but to helping to 
build it into a real challenge to 
the profit driven-system. 

For example, a letter on page 
10, about the GE Free campaign, 
shows how Socialist Worker sup¬ 
porters are using it as a tool to 
help build that campaign. 

Needless to say we don’t have 
any corporate backers, so if you like 
what we have to say, please send us 
a donation for our Mid-year Appeal 
to Box 13-685 Auckland. 



GENOA: a new movement 


Electricity market: 
colder and 


BIG ELECTRICITY price increases 
are expected soon, as a result of 
the power shortage. 

Thanks to the market re¬ 
forms, when there is less power, 
prices are increased. So not only 
are we being asked to cut power 
usage, we're also going to be 
poorer too. 

Power companies are now ask¬ 
ing the government to let them 
raise prices every two days. 

Price increases are likely for 
gas users too, as the Natural Gas 
Corporation tries to make up 
massive losses from its adventure 
in the electricity business. 

The biggest contribution 
that price increases will make 


poorer 

to power usage is when more 
people start getting cut off. 

Meanwhile business and 
wealthy households can buy as 
much as they like. 

For a real solution to the 
power crisis the government 
needs to scrap the market model 
and also target the big industrial 
power users. 

For example an employer- 
funded holiday for workers in 
those industries. 

Such moves would threaten 
the profits of a number of big 
corporations, so the government 
would rather tell working class 
people to switch off the heater 
and take out their wallets. 




★if you liked reading this paper, 

THEN SEND IN THIS FORM: 

□ I want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation 

□ I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker 

Posted to you every fortnight. Enclose $30 for year, $15 six months. 


NAME.PHONE- 

ADDRESS. 


Post to SWO, Box 13-685 Auckland. Phone: (09) 634 3934 Email: socialist-v/orker@pl. ret 



















